
Praying for Prodigals 
Luke 15:11-32  

 

Strategies for Prayer  
 

Approach the Father in that positional place of covenant that the prodigal has with Him.  
Remind the Lord that the prodigal is one of His children, and that He is the Father of the Lost. Ask the Lord to go rescue 
him as a shepherd rescues a lamb that strays from the flock.  
 

Pray for supernatural love.  
Pray for a love that would be open and warm to the prodigal even when they are still in sin. Love does not mean 
condoning their actions, however. Pray from the position of love, not the position of judgment and anger.  
 

Pray for the Grace to let go of the prodigal.  
The prodigal’s father let the son go. He didn't lay a religious guilt trip or bash with the Bible, but he let the prodigal go.  
Pray for people not to lay judgment on the prodigals. Pray for grace to keep our mouths closed and our hearts open with 
love and compassion.  
 

Pray for grace and endurance to pray for the prodigals.  
It can take years to see the fruit of intercession for the prodigals.  
 

Pray for famine.  
Pray that whatever or whomever the prodigal is placing their trust in outside of Jesus would dry up. Pray for 
disillusionment towards the very things that draws them and holds them captive. Pray that what once brought them 
pleasure would be dry and barren to them. Pray that the novelty will wear off.  
 

Pray for holy hunger or holy homesickness.  
"Oh I remember what it was like to be in fellowship with God, the sweetness of our relationship." Pray that they would long 
for the cleansing relationship they once had with the Father.  
 

Pray he would come to himself.  
Pray he would realize something is wrong. Pray for his eyes to be open to the truth of his situation, and pray against the 
delusion the enemy would try to bring him.  
 

Pray for gifts of repentance.  
"I will arise and go to my Father." Repentance is a gift.  It brings life and freedom. Repentance is breakthrough and 
deliverance.  
 

Pray that the prodigal will have the ability to receive the grace of God.  
Pray that the prodigal would be able to receive the Father's love and forgiveness. Some of the prodigals may have lived 
very immoral lives, and they can't imagine the Father ever wanting them back. They feel they have crossed some sort of 
line that the Lord would not be able to bless them again.  
 

Pray that the Lord will pour out his riches when the prodigal returns. 
Ask the Lord to dump on him blessings of every kind. Pray that the Lord would lavish His love on the prodigal. Pray that 
when he returns that the prodigal will receive blessing upon blessing.... spiritually, emotionally, physically, and financially.  
 

Pray for the elder son.  
The church members (the elder brother) needs the Lord to prepare their hearts to receive the prodigals back. Pray that 
when the prodigals come home, judgmental attitudes toward them would be gone. Pray against jealousy and envy as 
God's blessing pours on the prodigal. Pray for the grace that when the prodigals are blessed that those in the church 
would not hold envy, but feel excited. Pray for financial blessing upon them, spiritual blessing, that they would lead many 
to the Lord. God does not show partiality. If the blessing comes to the prodigal it will come to the other children too!  
 

Pray for those raised in church.  
Pray that they will have the grace to accept those who are not quite so polished. Pray that the prodigals who have literally 
lived on the streets would be loved - bad manners, rough edges and all -  into total wholeness.  



Praying for Prodigals 
Goal: 
To pray for all prodigals. 
 
What Is A Prodigal? 
A prodigal is someone who has been a Christian and has for whatever reason,  
walked away from God.  
 
 
Instruction: 
  
The week before the prayer meeting ask your congregation or prayer group for 
a list of names of known backsliders from your church.  Take the names and  
print them a piece of paper—four or six names per page.  Cut paper. 
 
When the prayer meeting begins, tell the story of the prodigal son.  Explain how 
we need to reach out to sinners but we must never cease to reach for the  
prodigals.  Give every person a Praying for Prodigal prayer guide and a piece of 
paper with the name of a prodigal.   Post the individual posters with the prayer 
points at various places in your sanctuary.  Divide into groups of three or four  
and go to each of the signs and pray together for the particular point. 
 
Encourage them to spend the entire week praying through the guide each day  
for the prodigal they have.  If they know the person, have them send a card or  
an “I Prayed for You Today” postcard letting the prodigal know they were being 
prayed for and thought about. 
 
**I recommend only using names of people who do not attend church in any 
   fashion.  For someone who attends another church or a church of another 
   denomination, it could be highly offensive to them for their name to be 
   included.  We must always use wisdom in these situations. 
 
Items Needed: 
Praying for Prodigals prayer guide  
Prodigal posters printed on 8 1/2 x 11 paper  
Tape or 8 1/2 x 11 picture frames 
Paper and scissors  



REALIZE THAT WITH GOD  
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE 

"And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is  
impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are 

possible" (Mark 10:27). 

   
 Recognize God in the picture, for nothing 
is too hard for God. In our praying most 

of us never get beyond human limitations 
and boundaries. We whittle God down to 

our own size and power.  



PRAY, BESEECHING GOD TO  
AWAKEN THE PRODIGAL  

"Because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither 
do they understand ...For this people's heart is waxed gross, and 

their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed.” (Matthew 13:13, 15). 

    
   Every prodigal needs the Holy Spirit to reveal 

his sinful condition. Then Christ will be revealed to 
the heart. Pray that the Holy Spirit will "quicken" 
prodigals’ consciences, plow up their hearts, and 
bring conviction in their souls. Pray that God will 
give them "hearing ears" and "believing hearts." 

Pray that God will open their understanding. 



PRAY, CLAIMING THE SOUL  
THAT THE BLOOD PURCHASED  

"And that they may recover themselves out of the 
snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 

his will"   (II Timothy 2:26 ). 
    

   In one sense every soul is God's  
purchased possession, though still held by 

Satan through unbelief. We must claim 
and take for God that which is rightfully 

His through prayer. This is praying on the 
grounds of redemption.  



PRAY, CLAIMING THE TEARING  
DOWN OF STRONGHOLDS 

"For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of  

strongholds"   (II Corinthians 10:4). 
    

      The devil has built up lies, false doctrine, stumbling 
blocks, and many other strongholds in the minds of the 

unsaved to keep them from receiving Christ. He has them 
blinded lest the light of this glorious gospel shine on them. 
We must rebuke the devil and claim the tearing down of his 

lies and warped ideas that are keeping the sinner from 
trusting Christ as Savior. We must exercise our authority in 

Christ through prayer. 



PRAY, THE PRODIGAL WILL HAVE  
THE ABILITY TO RECEIVE GRACE 

“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient  
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in  

weakness”   (II Corinthians 12:9). 
    

      The Prodigal may have lived in a way 
that may make it difficult for them to  

imagine the Father ever wanting them 
back.  They may feel they have crossed 
some sort of line and the Lord will not 

bless them again. 



            GIVE THANKS  
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance”   (II Peter 3:9). 
 
“And we can be confident that He will listen to us whenever we ask Him for 
anything in line with His will.  And if we know He is listening when we make 
our requests, we can be sure He will give us what we ask for”  (1 John 5:14
-15 NLT). 

  
Take a moment to give thanks to  
God for restoring the prodigal.   

Call them by name. 



"Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye  
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 

and ye shall have them"   (Mark 11:24 ). 

   
 

 Prayer is the key, but faith unlocks 
the door.  Pray believing that God is 

working in the sinner's heart and  
preparing them for our visit. 

 

BELIEVE THAT GOD IS  
AT WORK  
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